THE   QUESTING   BEAS1
Food for the Bank defenders and most excellent wine
was discovered in the directors' board-room and private
kitchen. The interned officials were likewise fed and their
guards reduced. One official was wounded in trying to
signal through the window to the Turkish troops, who mis-
took his intention.
The back of the building presented an almost perfect
natural defence, and the defenders were not surprised to see
a platoon of soldiers return to the front of the building
after having tried in vain to force an entrance in the
rear.
In the evening there was slackening of fire and the
defenders were extremely careful in their expenditure of
ammunition. Several boxes of revolver cartridges were
found in the Bank, and these were used to replace the
excessive expenditure of ammunition in the earlier afternoon.
Towards dark there appeared to be much coming and going
in the street, and Karo wondered whether his message to
the embassies was bearing results.
Several Armenians next descended into the basement to
make arrangements for the blowing up of the Bank, and
Karo chose the spots where the dynamite they had brought
with them was to be placed.
These arrangements caused great consternation among
the imprisoned officials* and when they were told of the
decision to blow up the building Karo had to face much
supplication and emotion. Several times there were scares
of attempted rushes on the Bank, and two fidd-guns were
noticed to have been brought up the street.
The street, however, was too narrow for any field-gun
firing except from a distance of the street's width, and as
long as the bombs and revolvers of the defenders were still
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